
q opera: THE PHANTOM
Opera Australia and the Really Useful Group announce 

CAMERON MACKINTOSH’S
Spectacular New Production of

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER’S THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA WILL GRACE THE STAGE AT ARTS CENTRE MELBOURNE 
FROM NOVEMBER 14TH

Starring Australia’s JOSH PITERMAN as the Phantom

 
 
Marking almost 35 years to the day since it opened in London’s West End, before going on to become one of the most successful 
musicals of all time, this will be the first time it will be staged at Arts Centre Melbourne.

This spectacular new staging by Cameron Mackintosh premiered with a record-breaking sell out tour of the UK followed by a 7-year 
tour of the United States which grossed over US$400 million and thrilled critics and audiences alike. Australia is now only the third 
country to see this new PHANTOM with its beloved and thrilling score including the hit songs The Music of the Night, All I Ask of 
You and Masquerade. With stunning new staging and scenic design, Maria Björnson’s iconic original costumes and many special 
effects including a spectacular new realisation of the show’s chandelier. It will be performed in Australia by a cast and orchestra of 
65, making it one of the largest musical productions ever in Australia.

Cameron Mackintosh said, “I am thrilled to be able to bring this exciting new production of The Phantom of the Opera to Arts Centre 
Melbourne with its spectacular new staging by director Laurence Connor and fabulous designs by Paul Brown and Maria Bjornson. 
The unprecedented demand for tickets to this new Australian production has set box office records in Sydney and we look forward 
to an equally successful season in Melbourne, where my original production was a legendary success in 1990, running for over 2 
1/2 years.”
 
The cast will be led by Melbourne’s Josh Piterman playing the coveted role of The Phantom. Josh recently scored an impressive 
personal triumph playing the role in London’s West End before sadly the show had to close due to the pandemic. Josh is an 
established musical theatre performer and classical crossover artist who has been working consistently on Australian and UK stages 
over the past 15 years. His past credits include being a part of international pop opera group The Ten Tenors, Tony in the 2010 
Australian production of Westside Story, Bustopher Jones/Gus/Growltiger in the 2015/16 Australian season of Cats (a role that won 
him the Green Room Award for best supporting actor in a Musical), Corny Collins in the UK tour of Hairspray and Gerry Goffin in the 
2017/18 Australian tour of Beautiful: The Carole King Musical.

Based on the classic novel Le Fantôme de L’Opéra by Gaston Leroux, THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA tells the story of a masked 
figure who lurks beneath the catacombs of the Paris Opera House, exercising a reign of terror over all who inhabit it.  He falls madly 
in love with an innocent young soprano, Christine, and devotes himself to creating a new star by nurturing her extraordinary talents 
and by employing all of the devious methods at his command.

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ThePhantomOfTheOpera Twitter: https://twitter.com/PhantomOpera 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/phantomopera 

 
For more information on the production and a video sneak peek, please visit phantomoftheopera.com.au  


